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definite character on the weather-changes. When cyclones
corning in from the Atlantic meet this col, they are
either arrested in their course, and remain brooding over
the Bay of Biscay, or else they pass through the col in
a south-easterly direction. In rare cases cyclones are
formed on the southern side of the Scandinavian anti-
cyclone, with their centres over Southern Europe or the
Mediterranean Sea, and these often move towards some
point of west. Nothing can show more clearly than this
the value of type-groups in determining the probable
course of any cyclone. In the abstract, a cyclone may
go in any direction, and in all the European classes we
have so far examined they always move towards some
point of east; but in this type of pressure-distribution
only we may sometimes look for depressions which travel
westwards.

This type occurs at all seasons of the year, though
it is most frequent in winter and spring, and most rare
in autumn. In Great Britain it often persists for two
or three weeks consecutively, and gives rise to destructive
easterly gales. Nearly one-half of the wrecks on the
British coast are due to gales of this class. No direct
connection can be traced between the occurrence of this
type in Europe and any particular phase of weather in
the United States or Canada.

But before we go into details, we may illustrate the
nature of this type by an actual example. In Figs.
76-79, we give large charts of a considerable portion of
the northern hemisphere for the four days, February
25-28,1875, at about 8 a.m., Greenwich. In all, an area
of high pressure rests over Scandinavia, while the Atlantic